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does. It is a very good agreement. It is com-
pletely in accord with the United Nations
resolution, and it gives us the chance to save
an awful lot of innocent people from starva-
tion or freezing this winter and to remove
yet another very dangerous source of instabil-
ity in Europe.

Q. Sir, if he doesn’t comply, will he escape
paying any price for what has happened so
far?

The President. Well, I think he is going
to pay the price of a defeat here for contin-
ued aggression by his government and he’s
not going to succeed in his designs. I think
the most important thing now is for us to
save lives, return people to their homes, get
them the humanitarian aid they need, and
to remove completely and irrevocably the
threat of aggression by the Serb military and
other forces in Kosovo.

We’ve got to put first things first here. The
most important thing is to right this situation,
as we were able to do in Bosnia. And I think
that today I’d say we have a pretty good
chance of doing that. Again, we prefer com-
pliance over conflict, and we hope that will
be the case. But whether it is or not is en-
tirely up to him now, and we have the ver-
ification system in place and so we’ll know.
And I’m very, very pleased with the work
that all the people involved have done in
these last several days. This is where the
international community ought to be, what
we ought to be doing, the position we ought
to be taking. And I’m looking forward to
events as they unfold.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke,
the President’s nominee to be Ambassador to the
U.N.; NATO Secretary General Javier Solana; and
Gen. Wesley K. Clark, Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe.

Exchange With Reporters at Forest
Knolls Elementary School in Silver
Spring
October 13, 1998

Classroom Space
Q. Mr. President, Ashley Lewis was telling

us before you came in that she actually likes
this classroom, that it’s one of the biggest
in the school——

The President. It is big.
Q. Why should—can you explain to her,

maybe, why you feel the need to spend $1.1
billion to build new classrooms when the stu-
dent population may not always be this size?

The President. Well, maybe I should let
Secretary Riley answer that one, because it’s
going to be this size and bigger for a long
time.

[At this point, Secretary of Education Rich-
ard Riley made brief remarks explaining the
need to replace temporary classrooms that
are unsuitable for various reasons.]

The President. Accessibility.
Secretary Riley. Heat, cool, it’s different

kinds of problems in all the different tem-
porary facilities. Some are better than others,
as the Governor pointed out, but they’re tem-
porary and it’s not a permanent solution.

The President. Even if it is bigger.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in a port-
able trailer classroom. A reporter referred to sixth
grade student Ashley Lewis, and Secretary Riley
referred to Gov. Parris N. Glendening of Mary-
land. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Remarks at Forest Knolls
Elementary School in Silver Spring
October 13, 1998

Thank you very, very much. Well, first of
all, I’d like to thank Carolyne Starek for that
marvelous statement. Didn’t she do a good
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job? [Applause] And she talked about teach-
ers using visual aids, and then pointed the
press, helpfully, to the visual aid back here.
[Laughter] I’m glad you’re here, but if you’d
ever like a job in communications at the
White House, I think we might be able to
arrange that. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you how delighted
I am to be here. I want to thank Nancy King
for her devotion to education and her re-
marks and Dr. Paul Vance, the other local
officials who are here, Mr. Leggett and the
delegates and the school board members. If
I come out here to this school district one
more time, I think you ought to devise a spe-
cial assessment for me so I can contribute
to the building fund of the schools—I have
been here so much.

My great partner in our efforts to improve
education is the Secretary of Education, Dick
Riley, I believe, the best Secretary of Edu-
cation America ever had, and I’d like to thank
him for being here.

I want to thank Governor Parris
Glendening and Lieutenant Governor Kath-
leen Kennedy Townsend for their extraor-
dinary work and leadership. This is one of
the most innovative State governments in
America. Maryland is always at the forefront
of whatever is happening in education and
the environment and economic incentives.
And as a person who served as Governor for
12 years, I believe I know a little something
about that, and one of the things that I always
love to do is to steal ideas from other Gov-
ernors. You know, that’s not a very delicate
way of saying what the framers of our Con-
stitution had in mind when they called the
States the laboratories of democracy. That’s
what a laboratory is—you find a discovery,
then no one else has to discover it; they can
just borrow it. If I were a Governor today,
I would be paying a lot of attention to what
goes on in Maryland. And I thank them for
what they have done.

I would also like to thank Senator Daschle
and Congressman Gephardt. I think you
could see the intensity, the passion they feel
for our determination after nearly a year of
trying to get education on the agenda of this
Congress before it goes home. We cannot
allow a budget to pass without a serious con-
sideration of these issues. And their leader-

ship and their passion and their commitment
have made it possible.

A President—if the Congress is in the
hands of the other party, and they passion-
ately and genuinely, I think, disagree with
us on whether we should put 100,000 teach-
ers out there, or help build or repair thou-
sands of schools—none of this would be pos-
sible if it weren’t for their leadership. And
I want you to understand that. I can give
speeches until the cows come home, but until
the majority party wanted to go home for
the election, and our guys said no, my ‘‘no’’
was not enough. And so I thank them and
all of their colleagues who are here today.

I want to introduce them just to show you
the depth and the national sweep of our feel-
ing about this. Senator Daschle is from South
Dakota. He is joined by our leader in the
Senate on education issues, Senator Ted
Kennedy of Massachusetts, and Senator
Byron Dorgan from North Dakota. You know
Mr. Gephardt is from St. Louis; he said that.
He’s joined by David Bonior, from Michigan;
Charles Rangel, from New York; Ted Strick-
land, from Ohio; Nita Lowey, from New
York; Rubén Hinojosa, from South Texas;
and two Congress Members from Maryland,
Steny Hoyer and Albert Wynn.

I’d also like to acknowledge a longtime
friend of mine who is a candidate for Con-
gress and, as Ted Kennedy reminded me be-
fore I came up here, back in the great days
when America was fighting for equal rights
for all of these children, without regard to
their race, Ralph Neas was known as the
‘‘101st United States Senator’’ for civil rights.
And we’re glad to have him here. Thank you.

When I ran for President 6 years ago I
had an absolute conviction—and a lot of peo-
ple thought I was dead wrong—but I had
an absolute conviction that we could reduce
the deficit and eventually balance the budget
and still invest more in our children and in
our future. And we have been working to
do that. The strategy has worked. We’ve got
the strongest economy in a generation, the
first balanced budget and surplus in 29 years,
the lowest crime rate in 25 years, and the
doors of college are more open than ever be-
fore.
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I think it is literally possible to say now
that because of the Pell grants, and the de-
ductibility of student loan interest, and the
fact that young people can pay back their col-
lege loans as a percentage of their incomes,
and because of the widespread tax credits for
$1,500 a year for the 2 years of college, and
then tax credits for other years of college—
that you—literally possible to say now that
any young person that works for it will find
the doors of college open to them and not
barred by money. And I am very proud of
that. I think we have done the right thing.

But we now have to decide as a people—
not just because it’s 3 weeks from an election,
but because it’s a very momentous time in
our country’s history—what we are going to
do with this moment of prosperity, and
whether we’re going to fritter it away or build
on it. Whether we’re going to be divided and
distracted, or focused on our children and
our future.

This country still has a lot of challenges.
If you’ve been following the news, you know
there’s a lot of turmoil in the international
economy. And the United States has to take
the lead in settling that down, because a lot
of our growth comes from selling what we
make here overseas. And eventually, if every-
body else is in trouble, we’ll be in trouble,
too.

If you’ve been following the debates, you
know that when the baby boomers retire, So-
cial Security will be in trouble unless we
move now to save it—which is why I don’t
want to spend this surplus until we save So-
cial Security. If you’ve been following the na-
tional news, you know we still have big de-
bates in Washington and in Congress over
the environment. And I passionately believe
that we can grow the economy and improve
the environment. You know we’ve had big
debates over whether the 160 million Ameri-
cans in HMO’s should be protected by a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

But there is no bigger issue affecting our
long-term security than education. And we
cannot stop until this record number of chil-
dren—whether or not they live in Maryland,
or Utah, or someplace in between; whether
they’re rich or poor; whether they’re African-
Americans, Hispanic, Asian-Americans,
Irish-Americans, or you have it; whether they

are physically challenged or completely able-
bodied; whether they’re rich or poor; wheth-
er they live in an inner city or a rural area
or a nice suburban community like this one—
until all of our children have access to a
world-class elementary and secondary edu-
cation. We owe that to them. And that is what
this is all about.

Eight months ago in my State of the Union
Address, I asked Congress to use this mo-
ment of confidence and prosperity and the
money—that the fact that you’ve paid into
the Treasury because more of you are work-
ing than ever before—to make a critical
down payment on American excellence in
education. I asked them to do a number of
things, but I want to emphasize two.

First, I asked them to help local commu-
nities reduce class size in the early grades
by hiring 100,000 new teachers. Study after
study after study confirms what every parent
and teachers know: smaller classes and better
trained teachers make a huge, huge dif-
ference, especially in the early grades. They
lead to permanent benefits from improved
test scores to improved discipline.

Let me just tell you one story, just one.
A few years ago when I was Governor, I used
to spend a lot of time in classrooms—unfor-
tunately, more time than I can now spend.
And I enjoyed going into the classroom and
meeting your students who were over there
a few moments ago, but I can’t do what Gov-
ernor Glendening still does—go in and tutor
and actually spend a lot of time and talk and
listen. But there was a very poor, rural school
district in my State that had a visionary lead-
er. And they came to me and said, ‘‘You
know, Governor, we don’t have much money,
but if you could get the Federal Government
to let us take our Title I money and some
other money we’re getting, some special edu-
cation money, and put it all together, we’d
like to try for a year or two to put all of our
first graders in the same class.’’ And the per
capita income of this school district was way,
way, way below even our State average, not
to mention the national average.

Well anyway, to make a long story short,
we were able to give permission to do that.
We pooled all the money. We created four
elementary school first grade classes of 15
kids each. Here’s what happened. The overall
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performance of the children on the measured
test increased by 60 percent. The perform-
ance in one year—the performance of the
Title I kids doubled. Four children had been
held back because they hadn’t learned any-
thing the first year. Their performance quad-
rupled.

And when Hillary and I were promoting
education reform in Arkansas, one of the
things we worked the hardest for was to bring
average class size down to 20. If this 100,000
teachers proposal goes through, we can bring
it down to an average of 18 in the early
grades. It will make a huge difference—a
huge difference.

In the wake of all the terrible school vio-
lence our country sustained in the last
years—particularly in the last year or so—
I asked Secretary Riley and Attorney General
Reno to prepare a booklet that could be sent
to every school in the country about how to
identify kids that might be in trouble, how
to stop bad things from happening in the first
place. And so they went out across the coun-
try to listen to educators, and they came back
and said, in place after place after place they
were told, ‘‘Give us smaller classes in the
early grades; we’ll find the kids that are trou-
bled, and we’ll have a chance to help them
lead good, productive lives.’’

I just want to echo what Mr. Gephardt
said. Every time you see a State legislature
having to build another prison—because the
court will order you to build prisons that
aren’t overcrowded, but not schools that
aren’t overcrowded—every time you see that,
you can bet your bottom dollar that 90 per-
cent of the people going into that prison, if
they had a little different childhood, could
have been somewhere else. And we should
never forget that.

The second thing I asked Congress to do
was to give us the tools to help local commu-
nities modernize crowded and crumbling
schools. We had a record number of school-
children start school this year—52.7 million,
a half-million more than last year, more than
at the height of the baby boom generation.
In a recent study from the General Account-
ing Office, it concluded that as many as a
third of our classrooms—a third—are in need
of serious modernization or repair; one-third
of our kids in substandard classrooms. I have

seen old school buildings that are fine and
strong—buildings, frankly, we couldn’t afford
to build today with the materials and the di-
mensions they have. But they have peeling
paint and broken windows, bad wiring. They
can’t be hooked up to the Internet and the
lights are too dim. And I have seen today,
and in many other places, trailers that we
call ‘‘temporary,’’ but unless we do something
about it, they are anything but temporary.

Now, we see stories of teachers holding
classes in trailers and hallways and gyms. I
don’t believe a country that says it’s okay for
a huge number of its children to stay in trail-
ers indefinitely is serious about preparing
them all for the 21st century. And I believe
we can do better. I believe you believe we
can do better.

Now, this proposal, which has been cham-
pioned in the Senate, especially by Senator
Carol Moseley-Braun from Illinois, and by
Congressman Charles Rangel from New
York, and others in the House—Nita
Lowey—I want to say to you, we want to
come clean here; this has never been done
before. And the members of the Republican
majority are philosophically opposed to it.
They say somehow it’s an intrusion into local
control—I, frankly, don’t see, if we help the
State provide more classrooms for this
school. From what I just saw of her, I think
your principal would still be in control. I do
not believe that we would be running this
school. [Laughter]

We want these classrooms to be more ac-
cessible to people with disabilities. We want
these classrooms to be more accessible so
they’ll all be able to be hooked up to the
Internet. We want them to be physically con-
nected. You know, Senator Daschle and I
were talking on the way out here. If you live
in the Dakotas in the wintertime and you’ve
got to walk just this far, you may be walking
in 30-degree-below-zero temperatures. And
we believe that this proposal is good. It tar-
gets the investments where they’re needed
the most. It maintains our balanced budget.
And it works in this way: There are targeted
school construction tax cuts that are fully
paid for; we don’t take any money from the
surplus. Yesterday, since Congress has not
acted on this in 8 months, my budget team
brought to Capitol Hill a detailed proposal
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to pay for these badly needed cuts, dollar
for dollar, by closing various corporate loop-
holes.

Right here in Maryland, our plan would
mean tax credits on more than $300 million
of the bonds to build or modernize schools.
That would save a ton of money for Maryland
in building or modernizing schools. In Flor-
ida, where in the small community of Jupiter,
I visited a school like this one and saw 12
facilities like this outside one small build-
ing—12—the Vice President is visiting today.
There, our proposal would help to build or
modernize more than 300 schools.

As I said, there are a lot of other important
elements in our plan: funds for after-school
programs, before-school programs, summer
school programs, money to connect all our
classrooms to the Internet, money to pro-
mote the development of voluntary national
standards into basics, and a nonpartisan, su-
pervised exam to measure fourth grade read-
ing and eighth grade math. But if you think
about the most pressing big issues, the num-
bers of teachers and the conditions in crowd-
ed classrooms demand immediate national
attention.

I wish I had time to win the philosophical
debate with our friends on the other side,
who somehow see helping more teachers
teach and providing more school buildings
as an intrusion into local affairs. It is not.
Secretary Riley has dramatically reduced the
regulations on local school districts in States’
departments of education that were in place
when we arrived here. What we are trying
to do is to make sure people like you can
give children like this the future they de-
serve. I think it’s worth fighting for, and I
don’t think we should go home and pass a
budget that doesn’t take account of the edu-
cational needs of our children and the future
of our country.

Let me remind you that in 1993 and ’94,
when I said we ought to put 100,000 more
police officers on the street, I was told the
same thing by the same people. They said,
‘‘Oh, this won’t work; it won’t help anything;
it’s an unwarranted intrusion into local gov-
ernment.’’ It was weird—I had police depart-
ments begging me for the police, and I had
Congressmen on the other side telling me,
‘‘Oh, these police chiefs don’t know what

they’re talking about. You’re really trying to
run their business.’’

And anyway, we prevailed. And today,
we’ve paid for 88,000 of those 100,000 police,
and we have the lowest crime rate in 25
years. Wouldn’t it be nice if we had 100,000
more teachers and we had the highest edu-
cational attainment in 25 years, or the highest
educational attainment in history? [Applause]

Now, school is almost out of session on
Capitol Hill. The Members are eager to re-
turn home for the election holiday. But we
haven’t finished our coursework yet, and the
final exam has not been passed. And so I
say to you—and let me say once again, I don’t
really relish education as a partisan debate
because over the long run, that’s not good
for America. I don’t have a clue whether
these kids’ parents are Democrats or Repub-
licans or independents, and frankly, I could
care less. I want them to have the best. I
want America’s future to be the best.

We are here fighting this fight because we
have no other way, no other recourse to pre-
vail on this important issue. We have worked
quietly and earnestly for 8 months with no
result. So now, for a few days, we are shout-
ing loudly to the heavens; we have a moment
of prosperity and a heavy responsibility to
build these children the brightest possible fu-
ture we can.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
schoolyard. In his remarks, he referred to
Carolyne Starek, principal, Forest Knolls Elemen-
tary School; Nancy J. King, president, Montgom-
ery County School Board; Paul L. Vance, super-
intendent, Montgomery County Schools; Isiah
Leggett, president, Montgomery County Council;
Gov. Parris N. Glendening and Lt. Gov. Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend of Maryland; and Ralph G.
Neas, candidate for Maryland’s 8th Congressional
District.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Estonia-
United States Fishery Agreement
October 14, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
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